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of choosing a new home.    The task was by no means easy.    The mother " ruled by right of love," but knew
nothing of the world.    First of all a career had to be        1
found for Horatio, the youngest brother, who wanted to        f
be a soldier.    The mother would not hear of this, and        |'
he was sent off to try his fortune in Tasmania.    High        I
Beech   in   Epping   Forest was   the  home  eventually        i selected; and there the Tennysons lived till 1840, when
they went to Tunbridge Wells.    Thence they moved in        \
1841 to Boxley near Maidstone.                                              [
Mrs Procter (Barry Cornwall's wife) once said to me:        t
ft
I have known three great poets, Wordsworth,  Browning         >
and your father, and when they chose they could be more
prosaic and practical than anybody on earth.                                  I
!
My father certainly proved his practical turn at this time in furnishing High Beech, for they say that he " did         ^ not even forget the kitchen utensils: and that throughout the furniture was pretty and inexpensive."    The house         ^ and  park were pleasant enough.    There was a pond in the park on which in winter my father might be seen skating, sailing about on the ice in his long blue cloak.
He liked the nearness of London, whither he resorted        ^ to see his friends Spedding, Fitzgerald, Heath, Kemble,         > Tennant and others: but he writes that he could not         ! often stay in town even for a night, his mother being in         f such a nervous state that he did not like to leave her. " The light of London flaring like a dreary dawn " was         > an especial admiration of his, during the evening journeys         * between  London and  High   Beech.    When  he   could leave home he would often visit in Lincolnshire, and stay         f both at his brother's vicarage and at the Sellwoods' in Horncastle.    My   mother   and   he   were   then   quasi-engaged but were not able to marry owing to want of         ( funds.    They were not married until   1850, when his         [ poems brought him a competency.                                         f